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A many Gentlemen have not an Op- 
portunity of being informed of the 


State and commercial Intereſts of our 


Northern Colonies; the following Paper 


is thought proper to be reprinted from 
the New York Mercury, as containing the 
calm and genuine Sentiments of theſe 


People themſelves, who make fo great 
and dutiful a Part of his Majeſty's Sub- 


jects, 
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SOME 


THOUGHTS, Ge. 


HEN the Peace was concluded, 

and the Terms of it were known, 
every Britiſh Heart in America exulted at 
the glorious Conſequences which they 
thought they ſaw reſulting from a ſucceſſ- 
ful War. They did not enter into the 
Diſcuſſion of that Queſtion which gave 
ſo much Diſturbance at Home, Whether 
the Miniſtry had ſecured all the Advan- 
tages, to which, by our Victories, we 
were entitled. . They were at too great a 
Diſtance to judge of Matters of that 
Nature. But it was their Opinion, that 
Britain (which they glory in being ſprung 
from, and making a Part of, as it intitles 
them to many ineſtimable Privileges) had 
laid the F oundation of the greateſt Em- 
pire that ever exiſted : An Empire the 
more 
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more glorious, as it was not to be found- 
ed on the Ruin and Deſtruction of our 
own Species, but what is in the higheſt 
Degree laudable, the cultivating and peo- 
pling an immenſe Wilderneſs, which 
ſhould, for Ages to come, afford an Aſy- 
lum to the oppreſſed Ss of arbitrary 
Governments. 


THIS Empire, Britain has it now in 
her Power to form : And if ever a Nation 
had Queſtions of Importance to delibe- 
rare on, they are. theſe: How ſhalt we 
ſecure the vaſt Acquiſitions we have ac- 
quired? How ſhall we improve them to 
our greateſt Adyantage ? 


Tart Anſwer to the firſt is not very 
difficult. Britazn, at preſent, holds her 
Colonies with a ſtrong and invincible 
Hand, Her Fleet, equal almoſt to the 
naval Force of all the Reſt of Europe, 
renders it impoſſible for any Power to 
wreſt them from her. And ſhould there 
ariſe, by any uncommon Revolution in 
the Affairs of Europe, a ſuperior naval 
Power, the preſent and growing Strength 

of 
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of theſe Colonies, will render it impoſſi- 
ble, by an Invaſion from fo diſtant a 
Country, to ſubdue ſuch a Number of 
loyal Subjects, who having the higheſt 
Senſe of Liberty, will never ſubmit to 
any other Government, but ſuch a one 
as they are ſure will maintain them in the 
ſame Privileges they emigrated to enjoy ; 
for the Love of Liberty is more deeply 
imprefled in Americans, than in any other 
People, it being natural to thoſe who 
are deſcended from Britons; and thoſe 
(who now make the Majority) that fled 
from the Oppreſſion and Slavery of arbi- 
trary Governments, have imbibed the 
Principle ſtill more ſtrongly, being by 
the Experience: of both, confirmed in a 
Love of Freedom, and a Deteſtation of 
Bondage. Thus we ſee, that againſt all 
Dangers from without, there is no need 
of any other Proviſion, but the Support 
of the naval Power of Great- Britain, to 
which ſhe will ever be attentive. As'to 
any which may ariſe from within, they 
exiſt only in the Imaginations of Men 
unſkilled in Politicks, and totally unac- 

quainted 
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quainted with Hiſtory, and the State of 
the Colonies. 


We think ourſelves at preſent the hap- 
pieſt People (with reſpect to Government) 
of any People under the Sun, and really 
are ſo. Making a Part of a large Em- 
pire, we are protected in our Perſons and 
Effects; and ſo much Trade as the Wiſ- 
dom of the Nation has thought proper to 
permit, as conſiſtent with the Intereſt of 
the Whole. Being divided into ſmall 


Governments, our public Affairs are ma- 


naged with a F rugality and Oeconomy 
ſuitable to our Circumſtances. So that 
though we are not a rich People, we en- 
joy Advantages equal to the richeſt and 
moſt opulent, having the Neceſſaries of 
Life in great Abundance; and though, 
in order to procure one of them (to wit, 


Cloathing) and many Conveniencies, we 


are obliged to ſend abroad all the Cafh we 
acquire, and as faſt as we acquire it; yet, 
as we tranſmit it to a Country, which in 
Return ſecures to us every Thing elſe that 
is valuable in Life, we have a6 Reaſon 


to repine. We think ourſelves happier in 
being 
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being divided into ſeveral Governments, 
than if united in one, which would ren- 
der our civil Government more unweildy 
and expenſive; and in being dependent 
on Great- Britain, than in a State of Inde- 
pendence; for then the Diſputes a- 
mongſt ourſelves would throw us into all 
the Confuſion, and bring on us all the 
Calamities uſually attendant on civil 
Wars. The Coloniſts have therefore every 
Motive to be fond of their preſent Situ- 
ation, and none to make them revolt. 


His ToR y does not furniſh an In- 
ſtance of a Revolt begun- by the People, 
which did not take its Riſe from Oppreſ- 
ſion ; and nothing but this fenſibly felt, 
can unite the ſeveral Governments in ſuch 
a Deſign; and without Union they can 
do nothing. So that as we are ſure Bri- 
tain will not oppreſs her Colonies, and 
it is evident, that nothing elſe can give 
them either Power or Inclination to re- 
bel, we may ſafely conclude, that they 
will remain ſtedfaſtly and firmly united 
to her; and by contributing to her Wealth 
and Power, continue to increafe their 
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1 
own Security, and that Dependance which 


they eſteem their Happineſs, and which 
carries with it ſo many real Advantages. 


Tu E other Queſtion, How Britain 
ſhall improve to the utmoſt, the Advan- 
tages ariſing from the Poſſeſſion of her 
Colonies, is a moſt important one; and I 
freely own my Incapacity to diſculs it. 
I will, however, put together a few 
Thoughts on the Subject. To treat of 


it properly, it will be neceſſary to con- 


ſider the Advantages ſhe at preſent re- 
ccives from them; for the Politician, 
whoever he be, that ſhall undertake to 
improve them, if he does not compre- 
hend what they are at preſent, will be in 
Danger of loſing the Subſtance, while he 
catches at a Shadow. 


FIRsT then, Britain, by Means of her 
Colonies, enjoys an extenſive Trade; 
which, having the abſolute and uncon- 
troulable Regulation of, ſhe draws to her- 
ſelf the Fruits of the Labour of many 
thouſand induſtrious Hands; fo» that 
whatever they acquire, redounds to her 

Benefit: 


Lin! 
Benefit; and this ſhe does without bur- 
thening them with Taxes, Tributes or 
Impoſitions of any Sort; and being free- 
ly ſent, and not wrung from them by 
Force ; the Colonies remain as much and 
as heartily attached to her, as if nothing 
was taken; and as the Colonies increaſe, 
this Advantage muſt be increafing. That 
Trade alone is ſufficient to poſſeſs Great- 
Britain of all that can poſſibly by any and 
every Means be drawn from her Colonies, 
is evident from this Conſideration. Let 
us ſuppoſe one European Power poſſeſſing 
the whole Eaft India Trade, with a Li- 
berty to introduce the Commodities 
brought from thence into every other 
State: Is it not certain, that if this was 
the Caſe, the Wealth of all Europe would 
fall into the Hands of that Power? But 
Britain has not only a Power to do this 
with reſpect to her Colonies, but has alſo 
the Monopoly of furniſhing them with 
every Thing elſe they want from Europe; 
moſt of which Wants ſhe is able, with- 
out going for them abroad, to ſupply. 
— This may alſo be proved by Experi- 


ence. 
THERE 
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THERE is not a Colony on the Conti- 
nent in which Exchange has not been 
conſtantly riſing, except, during a French 
War, when it has been obſerved ſurpriz- 
ingly to fall; the Reaſon of which is 
this, in Time of Peace, the Call for Re- 
mittances is greater than our Imports of 
Coin, or other Goods fit for that Purpoſe, 
is able to ſupply. But during a War, 
tho' our Imports of European Goods have 
been vaſtly increaſed, yet, as many of 
them were exchanged for foreign Sugar, 
Indigo, and other Goods, the Prices of 
which were then high in Europe, the 
Ballance of Trade was in our Favour ; and 
Exchange fell in New York from 190 to 
i60; and in the former War, from 195 
to 150; and proportionably, I believe, 
in the other Colonies. This ſhews, that 
whenever the Ballance of Trade is in our 
Favour, tho' that to Europe alwas remains 
againſt us, Exchange will fall; and when- 
ever the Ballance upon the Whole is a- 
gainſt us, it will riſe: And as in Time of 
Peace it has been conſtantly riſing, it fol- 
tows, that we tranſmit to Europe, and 

chiefly 
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chiefly to Britain, all that we acquire. 
And ſuch is the Demand for Britiſb Com- 
modities, that more would be remitted, 
if more could be procured ; this is proved 
by the great Sums due to the London Mer- 
chants. 


I BELIEVE this will he ſufficient 
to evince, that Britain draws at preſent 
from her Colonies, with reſpe& to Money 
Matters, every Thing her Colonies can 
yield. 


Bur there is another no leſs important 
Advantage. The Colonies make no inſig- 
nificant Addition to the military Power of 
Great-Baitain. Whenever ſhe attacks her 
Enemies in America, the Part where both 
France and Spain are moſt vulnerable, ſhe 
will find her Armies well and readily ſup- 
plied, by Means of her Colonies ; the will 
find them ready to aſſiſt her in every En- 
terprize ſhe ſhall form; and ſoon able to 
raiſe Armies here Whenever ſhe pleaſes, at 
the ſole Expence of Victualling them, fuf- 


ficient to put her in Poſſeſſion, in the 
Courſe of a ſhort War, of all the French 


and 
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and Spaniſh Weſt Indies. In this the Co- 
lonies will as heartily engage, as they did 
in the Reduction of Canada, as by this 
Means they will acquire a Market for 
their Produce. | 


THn1s will ſerve for a Sketch of the 
great Advantages Britain receives from 
her Colonies. 


TN Cauſes of theſe, or rather the 
Cauſe, (for I believe one ſingle one will 
be ſufficient to account for them) it will 
be alſo uſeful to inveſtigate ; and then the. 
Manner of treating them, in order to 
procure the greateſt Revenue of Profits 
which they can poſſibly yield to the Mo- 
ther Country, will appear leſs difficult to 
be diſcovered. 


I T may be juſtly thought ſurprizing, 
that Britain, poſſeſſed of the rougheſt, 
and naturally the moſt unprofitable Soil in 
America, yielding little but what is forced 
from it by the hard Hand of ſevere La- 
bour, ſhould by the Induſtry of her Colo- 


niſts, without the Interpoſition of the State 
| in 
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in their Favour (except what has been 
thrown away on Georgia and Halifax, and 
employed in the Conqueſt of Canada) re- 
ceive from her North American Poſſeſſions 
ſuch eminent Advantages as I have menti- 
oned. But this has no other Cauſe but 
that which made Rome the Miſtreſs of the 
World, gave Grandeur, Riches and Pow- 
er, to Venice and Holland, and at preſent 
conſtitutes the Glory of Britain, LIBE R- 
TVI For this, the firſt Settlers in Næw- 
England ſubmitted to cultivate a ſtubborn 
Soil, amidit a ſavage People. This brings 
from every Part of Europe the Subjects of 
arbitrary Power, in order that they may 
here enjoy the natural Rights of Men, at 
preſent hardly known to any but the Sub- 
jects of the Britiſb Monarch. The; ſame 
Cauſe · will. continue to increaſe theſe Ad- 
vantages, ztill the Britiſb Trade equals what 
is at preſent carried on by all the People in 
Europe; for ſo many will the Subjects of 
Britain be in a few Centuries: Neither 
will this Increaſe of People ever endanger 
their Dependance; they will ever be too 
well pleaſed with their happy State to de- 


ſire a Change; and they will be too much 
divided 
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divided to enterprize one; they will be 


rich in all the Neceſlaries of Life, while 
Money, ſo neceſſary to an independent 
State, will ever be ſcarce; for Britain, by 
the Regulation of their Trade, will draw 
all the Caſh they can acquire to herſelf, 
as has been already demonſtrated. 


Tus Liberty conſiſts in being govern- 


ed by thoſe Laws, which formed the Con- 


ſtitution of England when the Coloniſts 
firſt emigrated ; with the Power of mak- 


ing ſuch others (providing they were not 


contrary to the Laws of England) as their 
Circumſtances ſhould make either neceſſa- 
ry or convenient. In Conſequence of theſe 
Privileges, they thought they were firmly 
fixed in that moſt invaluable one, not to be 


obliged to pay any Tax, without their own 


Con ent, given by their Repreſentatives ; for 
this has been indulged to them for near an 
hundred Years. When the public Af- 
fairs required any Diſburſements, either 
ordinary or extraordinary, their Gover- 
nors applied to the Repreſentatives of the 


People, and they raiſed whatever they 


thought neceſſary ; ſometimes complying, 
at 
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thought neceſſary ; ſometimes complying, 
at other Times refuſing to comply with 
ſuch Regulations. When ever an Aid of 
Men from the Colonies was found neceſ- 
fary for the Reduction of Canada, the Re- 
quiſitions were made in the ſame Manner; 
and the Government, ſo far at.that Time 
from commanding an immediate Compli- 
ance, promiſed an Encouragement to our 
voluntary Engagement in that Enterprize. 
Thus we thought this Privilege eſtabliſh- 


ed on the firmeſt Baſis ; and this has been 
the principal Cauſe of the great Increaſe of 


"People in theſe Colonies, and the vaſt Ad- 


vantages reſulting from them to Great-Bri- 


tain, 


HAvTN G cleared the Way by theſe 
Premiſes, what I have further to ſay on 
the Queſtion propoſed, will be contained 
in very few Words, as the Anſwer will be 
only the natural Conſequences of what has 
been already obſerved. 


Ir the Demand for Briizþ Manufac- 
tures, and other Goods imported from 
Britain, be fo great as to take off every 


Thing that will ſerve for Remittances 
C from 
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from theſe Colonies, the Way to reap ſtill 
greater Advantages from them, is ſo to 


enlarge their Trade, as to furniſh them 


with more valuable Remittances. To ex- 


tend their Trade to the neutral Ports in 


the Well Indies, is an effectual Way of 


doing this; for if our own Iſlands do fur- 
niſh a ſufficient Quantity of Sugars (which 


may be now reckoned amongſt the Ne- 
ceflaries of Life) whatever we procure 
more will be exported, and bring a Gain 
to the Nation in Proportion to its Value. 
If our Iflanders, on the contrary, do not 
furniſh a ſufficient Quantity for our Con- 
ſumption, the Price we ſhall be obliged 
to pay for them during the preſent Re- 
ſtraint, will much leſſen the Quantity of 
our Remittances Home. 


* 


Even Money ſent tothe French Iflanders 
can be no Injury to the Nation, fince, by 
purchaſing their Produce at the firſt Hand, 
we ſhall acquire all the Profits of tranſ- 
porting it to foreign Parts. 


THE not permitting us to exchange that 
Lumber for Wet-India Produce, which 
otherwiſe, 
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otherwiſe, for Want of a Price adequate to 
the Expence of tranſporting it, muſt be 
burnt, in order to clear our Lands, in the 
Place where it grows, from what has been 
obſerved, muſt appear extremely abſurd. 
Can a good Reaſon be given, why we ſhould 
not change our Aſhes into Sugar ? 


Ir is a Quere, whether our Remit- 
tances might not alſo be encreaſed by al- 
lowing us to bring directly from Spain and 
Portugal, Wines, paying a Duty; for this 
would enable us to ſupply thoſe Countries 
with Wheat, for which we often want a 
Market: But to ſupply them, and return 
with Veſſels entirely empty, will ſeldom 
anſwer. It is true, this Method would 
interfere with the Britiſʒ Market for that 
Commodity: But ſound Policy will teach 
us, that Britain ought never to fear a Com- 
petition between her and her Colonies in 
Trade; becauſe, as I have before obſerv- 
ed, all the Acquirements of her Colonies, 
in the End, muſt be remitted to Britain. 


As in Europe it is good Policy in Britain 
to take off a great Quantity of Freneb 
C 2 Wines, 
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Wines, furniſhing them in Return with 
Beef and Bread; by which Means, in 
every War, France is put to the greateſt 
Difficulty in Victualling her Fleets and 
Armies; ſo thoſe Colonies which furniſh 
theſe Eſſentials, ought to be encouraged 
as the firmeſt Support of her Empire in 
America; not only as they are neceſſary to 
the iſt. but becauſe the French and Spa- 
niards depending on them for Proviſions, 
are driven to the greateſt Diſtreſs during a 
War, and are then forced, for a ſcanty 
Supply, to open their Ports, and make a 
Surrender of their Wealth. Two Millions, 
Sterling, in one Year, during the laſt 
War, accrued to Great-Britain by this 


Means. Hence it appears, that no Open- 


ing given to a Trade between the Colo- 
nies, ought by any Means to be diſcourag- 

d; for the Advantage is ever on our Side. 
The Objection that our Intercourſe with 
the foreign Sugar Colonies, is an Encou- 
ragement to thoſe Colonies to the Detri- 
ment of our own, ought to have no 
Weight; for their Increaſe will rather be 
an Advantage to Britain. If they ſhould 


t 
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to ſupply them with Proviſions, they muſt 
neceſſarily depend for them on the Britiſb 
Northern Colonies; and this will there- 
fore open a Trade which will take off ma- 
ny Britiſh Manufactures: But if no Inter- 
courſe is ſuffered, they will naturally ſup- 
ply themſelves with Bread and Lumber 
by their own Induſtry, for which Purpoſe 
they have Lands and Woods ſufficient ; 
and then we ſhall become more and more 
neceſſary to them, and proportionably un- 
profitable to our Mother Country. 


Ir will follow alſo from what I have 
before obſerved, that Britain, as a Nation, 
can gain nothing by the Impoſition of in- 
ternal Taxes on her Colonies ; for if ſhe 
does, at preſent, and if it will be in her 
Power always to draw all the Riches of 
her Colonies to herſelf, by a Regulation 
of their Trade, it will be, to the laſt De- 
gree, abſurd to. attempt to get more. 
This is like killing the Hen to gather 
her Eggs; or felling the Tree to ga- 
ther the Fruit. It will drive the Rich 
from amongſt us, and oblige the Poor to 
uſe their utmoſt Induſtry to ſupply them- 

ſelves 
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Glens with thoſe Neceſſaries, for which 


they uſed to depend on the Workmen of 


Britain. More might be ſaid here of the 
ill Conſequences of ſuch a Piece of Poli- 
cy; but as the Subject is difagreeable, I 
will juſt mention ſome of the Reaſons given 
by Americans, why they ſhould be exempt- 
ed from Taxes. 


- 


Tux y mult ſupport a civil Government 
at their own Expence, 


Tu chuſe none of the Repreſenta— 
tives in Parliament. 


A Britiſh Houſe of Commons, from 


whom all Money Bills ever take their Riſe, 


muſt be ſtrongly inclined by their own 
Intereſt to lay a heavy Burthen on the Co- 
lonies, in order to lighten their own. 


AND being at a great Diſtance, they will, 


for Want of proper Information, be igno- 
rant of what the Colonies are able to bear. 


This may occaſion great Injuſtice, and per- 
haps the moſt pernicious political Blunders. 


TAXES 
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Taxrs here muſt be moſt heavily felt, 
becauſe our Trade is ſo regulated, as to keep 


us more indebted at Home than all the 
Specie in the Couatry is able to pay. 


Wr ſend yearly Home a Sum in Specie 
equal, or nearly equal to all the Specie in 
the Country; and therefore taxing us is 
robbing the Britiſb Merchants and Ma- 
nufacturers. 


I wiLL conclude all with this Obſer- 
vation, with which I chuſe to begin and 
end, that Britain, by being contented with 
all her Colonies can yield, which may 
be obtained by a wiſe Regulation of their 
Trade ; will found the greateſt Empire in 
the World, and ſuch a one, as her 1-ne- 


rican Subjects will ever find it their trueſt 
Intereſt to ſupport. 
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